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Whether you’ve been playing for years or have never touched a hockey stick, new 
members are welcome at every level and we very much look forward to seeing you!

Please get in touch with Will Gibson on 07867 972032 or Maggs Kyte on 07929 103152 
if you would like to talk to someone about joining, or have a look at our website: 
vwww.guildfordhc.com

WEEKLY TRAINING TIMES:
MEN: Men’s 1s/2s training Tue 8pm - 10pm & Thurs 8pm-10pm 
   Men’s Back to Hockey  Wed 7pm - 8pm 
   Men’s General training  Wed 8pm - 10pm  

LADIES: Ladies’ 3s training  Mon 7pm - 8.30pm 
  Ladies’ 4s/5s training  Mon 8pm - 9.30pm   
  Ladies’ Back to Hockey  Mon 8pm - 9.30pm 
   Ladies’ 1s/2s training  Wed 7.30pm - 9.30pm

WANT TO GIVE GHC A GO?
You are free to come and train with us for three weeks before you need to commit 
to paying subs - simply register as a ‘trialist’. We look forward to meeting you!

www.guildfordhc.com
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Get back to hockey with GHC!

Contact Mark: mens.back2hockey@guildfordhc.com
Contact Cathy: ladies.back2hockey@guildfordhc.comWomen: Mondays 8-9.30pm

Men: Wednesdays 7-8pm

No matter what your level of experience, come 
and give it a try! Join at any time in the season

Life, the Universe, and Everything

WELCOME FROM OUR CLUB PRESIDENT, MAGGS KYTE:

Here we are again at the start of the new year. The nights are long and dark; the 
summer warmth is a distant memory; so is it time to batten down the hatches, pull 

up the drawbridge and hibernate?

Well – no, actually… This is where being a member of a sports club has so many 
blessings. If you have recently moved to Guildford how do you meet people, make 
new friends, find out who is a good plumber, who makes the best local gin, where 
is the best pub serving home-made pies? Surprisingly the answer may well be to join 
GHC where all those questions can be answered.

In the modern world of gadget-based entertainment meeting people, making friends 
and having someone to do something with on a Saturday afternoon is often very hard 
to do. Joining a gym might be your thing but it can also be very solitary.

Being part of a group of like-minded mad hockey players is a very different animal – 
memories of the goals you scored, and the ones you might have scored if only the ball 
had been passed when you wanted it; the amazing game-saving tackle your left back 
made on the line; the fantastic advantage you allowed when umpiring; the festival 
your U12 group won last Sunday; that first night at back to hockey when everyone 
made you feel like you’d been a member for ages and nobody laughed when you 
missed the ball; the game that your team won to seal winning the league; holding 

Hockey!

the Cup as National Champions; the day you played with 
your son or daughter for the first time as equals; the coach 
who promoted you to the 1st team; the first time you drove 
yourself to a game after passing your test; the night out 
in town - the one with all the pizza and beer! All magic 
moments that are part of being a GHC member, whatever 
age or ability you are.

And the best thing is that we all remember these good 
times and can put into perspective when it’s not so 
successful: the time you tripped and pulled your hamstring 
during the warm-up; the day your team was relegated; 
the p-flick you put wide of the post; when you were 
dropped to a lower team; and when you got a speeding 
ticket on the A3 coming home from Battersea. These 
memories fade much faster.

So after nearly 50 years of being a hockey player, and with experience of other sports 
as well, my advice is join a hockey club, make friends and have a great time. Playing a 
team sport is great medicine for all the modern world ailments – so come and join us!

We are grateful to all the photographers whose pictures appear throughout the pages 
of the brochure - thank you for what you contribute to our GHC community.

Maggs Kyte



Over the last few seasons, significant 
change and upheaval in the Men’s 

first team squad resulted in relegation 
out of the National League and the 
Regional Premier League. For a club with 
such a proud history of being represented 
in the premier hockey leagues in England, 
and providing numerous England and GB 
representatives, this can only be viewed 
as a blip in the record books that needed 
to be rectified. GHC has an exceptional 
youth section providing a steady stream 
of exciting young talent, but over the 
summer, we recognised that this talent 
needed to be combined with a greater 
degree of experience and maturity. 
Additionally, we recognised that in order 
to keep this home-grown talent at the 
club, or for GHC to be club of choice 
when they return from tertiary studies, 
the Men’s 1st team needs to be taking 
part at a level matching the ambition of 
these young players. This is what excited 
me about the joining the club for the 
2017/18 season.

A summer of recruitment ensued, 
resulting in no fewer than 10 senior 
players joining, including some imports 
from abroad. Not only have these imports 

had a great impact on the Men’s 1st 
team, but this has resulted in a stronger 
Men’s 2nd team, and provided the Junior 
section with some talented coaches to 
ensure continued development within the 
youth section. An unanticipated benefit 
of this recruitment drive appears to have 
been the forging of a link with one of 
the top clubs in Durban, South Africa. 
We hope to galvanise this link over the 
coming seasons in forming a reciprocal 
partnership, where talented players / 
coaches have the opportunity to ply their 
trade in the UK, and where GHC players / 
coaches can experience hockey abroad.

I, for one, am very grateful to the club for 
their unwavering support in stabilising 
the Men’s section, and for the support 
of our loyal sponsors who continue 
to put the interests of GHC to heart, 
particularly James Shelbourne and 
Silent Pool for sponsoring the Men’s 1st 
team. The addition of Shay O’Connell 
as Ladies 1st team coach also represents 
the Board’s support in providing the 
Ladies’ section the means to progress 
through the leagues. And needless to say, 
the placement of Dan Fox as Director of 
Junior Coaching, working with myself and 

Men’s 1st XI
A WORD FROM OUR MEN’S 1ST 
TEAM COACH, GARY BOUCHER
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Shay in identifying opportunities for the 
best players in the youth teams, we now 
have a team of coaches to take the club 
forward. Progress, at times, is taken with 
little steps, but once the building blocks 
are in place, it can gain momentum and 
accelerate naturally. I can confirm that 
for this season, the Men’s 1st team have 
avoided relegation – now to press on for 
the remainder of the season and, who 
knows, maybe find ourselves in a position 
of promotion come 24th March?

Gary Boucher - Men’s 1st Team Coach  

Last season was so nearly a clean sweep 
for the ladies’ teams at Guildford HC, 

as the Ladies’ 1s just missed out on the 
promotion which would have seen all 
four ladies’ teams go up. We realised 
at Christmas that we were in with a 
realistic chance of making the top three 
places and securing promotion. With 
a month to go, five sides were still in 
the running for these places, and we all 
played each other in the final four games. 
Unfortunately, we were just unable to 
close out the victories which would have 
seen us go up, and a series of draws saw 
us finish in fifth place, just four points 
off promotion. During the summer our 
player coach, Alice Lane, found herself in 
an uncertain position again as she waited 
for news of where her family would be 
based for the next year. Unfortunately 
for us, this proved to be too far away for 
her to continue playing and coaching us 
for the 2017/18 season, and we had to say 
goodbye and thank you to Alice.

This left us looking for a new coach, and 
we were very excited by the number of 
exceptional candidates who applied for 
the post. After a long and (for me!) very 
interesting interview process, we were 
delighted to appoint Seamus O’Connell 
(Shay) as our new Ladies’ 1st team coach. 
I will leave it to Shay to finish off this 
article with his words about the season 
ahead.

Libby Leadbeater 
Ladies’ 1st Team Captain

Starting the season with a new coach, 
and a new team that had lost a few 

players, our target was realistically set 
as a top 4 finish, with the possibility of 
things falling our way as the season came 
to an end. Wow! How this group of ladies 
has grown and developed as a team in 
a short space of time! With a couple of 
months remaining we are second in the 
table and within touching distance of top 
spot. With so many juniors in the squad 
and patchy availability most weeks there 
have been challenges, but these have 
been met head on by the whole squad. 
Youngsters have played with maturity, 
and older players with the energy of 
children! As coach, I’ve been so impressed 
at the ladies’ commitment to what we 
are trying to achieve, made possible by 
turning up to each session ready and 
willing to work hard and to learn.

Here’s to an exciting and successful end 
to the season.

Seamus O’Connell 
Ladies’ 1st Team Coach

Ladies’ 
1st XI



Junior Section

At Guildford HC we are enormously 
proud to be helping over 600 young 

hockey players achieve their goals,  
learn valuable skills and enjoy our 
wonderful sport.

For many years our dedicated volunteers 
have given their time and skills to build a 
junior section that competes at top levels 
while keeping a family friendly ethos. 

We are always striving 
to improve, and this 
season Guildford HC 
Juniors have made 
the exciting step of 
appointing Double 
Olympian Dan Fox 
as Director of Junior 
Coaching. 

Dan has been busy in the DoJC role 
delivering a Coach Education Programme 
to our 60+ coaches, working with all age 
groups’ training sessions, coaching our 
Under 18 Boys squad, running indoor 
training sessions, and answering questions 
for coaches, parents and players.

The coach education sessions provide our 
coaches with the latest knowledge and 
techniques to take their coaching to the 
next level. This season we also welcome a 

few more professional coaches to our 
ranks, including five of our 1st team 
players who can share their experience 
playing in competitive adult leagues. 

Dan also continues to design and 
deliver our School Holiday Skills Camps, 
bringing in excellent coaches and exciting 
international players to inspire, develop 
and challenge the next generation. We 
are really excited about what Dan and the 
DoJC role are bringing to GHC and look 
forward to continuing to build one of the 
strongest junior sections in the country.

This season we also continue our 
relationship with goalkeeper coaching 
industry leader Fortitude UK Ltd for 
our more than 50 junior keepers! It is a 
pleasure to see our keepers’ enthusiasm 
grow and their skills develop. Keepers are 
really important for all of our players to 
have a great hockey experience – more 
keepers are welcome; do get in touch if 
you’re interested in having a go.

Charterhouse continue to be a supportive 
partner and we appreciate access to high 

U8s enjoy 
Horsham 
festival

BU10 (right) and BU12 
(below) both win Gold 
at Teddington South 
Invitational

GU10 
Lightning 
- ready to 

strike

quality pitches and facilities that have 
allowed us to expand our training times. 
It is fantastic to see so many teenagers 
taking advantage of our Friday night 
training at Charterhouse, and we are 
pleased to continue to build links with 
Charterhouse Hockey.

This season our Junior Indoor Programme 
has seen six age groups training and 
competing in tournaments including 
our Boys U18s and U16s who won Gold 
and Silver in the recent England Hockey 
National Indoor Championships. We 
look forward to continuing to extend 
this programme as it provides important 
opportunities to develop close, technical 
skills and more ways to enjoy the sport.

This season we also look forward to a new 
Spring Performance Programme to be run 
by Dan Fox and Men’s 1st XI and former 
South African U21 player, Tylo Remke. 
They will be joined by top guest coaches 

and some international stars as well. This 
new programme will provide improved 
opportunities for learning and enjoyment 
outside of the regular league season and 
help prepare our elite players for their 
Player Pathway assessments.

We have also had more juniors than ever 
before taking advantage of playing in 
men’s and ladies’ league matches under 
the guidance of our dedicated adult 
section coaches and captains.

Our Junior Section flourishes thanks to 
the magnificent efforts of our 120+ strong 
pool of helpers. So many parents, siblings, 
friends, and our own Juniors offer their 
time and energy to make Guildford a 
great place to play. Please feel welcome 
to get involved and be part of the success 
and progress.

We also appreciate the support of our 
valued Partners without whom we wouldn’t 
accomplish as much as we do. Many thanks 
from the 1500 of us in the Junior Section 
who thrive thanks to your support. 

The Junior Section sees successes of every 
kind each and every week, some large and 
some small but all nonetheless significant. 
If your child would like to be part of our 
friendly club, please have a look at our 
website for details of our squads and 
training times and come along and join us!

Melinda Rock 
Head of Junior Hockey

BU18 are 
National 
Indoor 
Champions

BU16 win South 
Indoor silver on their 
way to becoming 
National silver-medal 
winners

GU14 celebrate their 
2017 National title

Celebrations at the 
Inmaculada tournament 
in Barcelona
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During school holidays we offer fun-filled junior camps with challenging skills, 
drills and games coached by double-Olympian Dan Fox and other top 
coaches. Each holiday we offer one or two days for all ages and abilities plus a 
focused afternoon session for age 14+ at a more intensive level for the older, 
stronger players wishing to really push themselves. For current dates and more 
information please visit the junior pages of our website at guildfordhc.com

GKs welcome to all sessions!

JUNIOR SKILLS CAMPS
at Guildford HC

Fortitude also run dedicated GK camps at Charterhouse School - check the 
website for upcoming dates and further details:     fortitudehockey.com

Guildford Hockey Club is a very special 
place. A vibrant and thriving sport and 

social club, with a community that extends 
beyond our players, their families and our 
huge team of hard-working volunteers 
to include those in the wider community 
who support us financially and with great 
goodwill as local Partners.     Without the 
backing of generous local organisations 
and businesses the club simply could not 
function. Thank you, on behalf of all our 
members, for everything you do that 
contributes to our success.

We have been delighted to renew 
relationships with Partners who have 
supported us for a number of years and 
also to welcome new Partners to the 
fold - you are most welcome and we look 
forward to a fruitful season ahead.

We are very keen to raise the profile of 
all our Partners featured in these pages - 
please consider their products and services 
and recommend them to your network.

In November 2017, 
over a hundred 
supporters of the 
club attended a 
Fundraising Gala 
Dinner at the 
Harbour Hotel. A 

fantastic evening with great food and great 
company was capped off by the presence 
of our special guest, Scottish International 
Nikki Lloyd, who gave us an insight 
into what it’s like to be a professional 
player at the top of her game. The event 
showed the excellent support we have 
at GHC and enabled us to raise £4,000 to 
bring the very best coaching to the club.   
Special mention to Silentpool for their 

support on the 
night and to Snap 
Sponsorship for 
running a great 
evening.

The ladies’ section 
also pulled out 
all the stops 
to organise a 
fantastic social 
Race Night. We 
are indebted to 
all the local businesses who supported the 
event with sponsorship and prizes. Raising 
over £1600, this fun evening could not 
have been such a huge success without 
you all.

Warm thanks are also due to Jill and Peter 
Gordon, who have been loyal supporters 
of GHC for so many years, as well as to 
Office Gold (www.officegold.co.uk) and 
Digital Sign Services (digitalsignservices.
co.uk) for their kind support in printing at 
cost for the club. Your generosity makes 
a real difference to what we can achieve 
as a club.

A special mention to all the dedicated 
members of GHC who have gone out of 
their way to help us find local supporters. 
We are always looking to expand our 
Partner network so if you  haven’t yet 
thought about partnering with us, then 
please do contact us to discuss further.

James Relph 
Head of Sponsorship 07903 761838

Cathy Sanderson 
Branding / Brochure Design 07891 698230

12 13

Our Partners’ Section
PITCHING           IN
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Artemis is a leading UK-based fund manager, offering a range of  funds which invest 
in the UK, Europe, the US and around the world. As a dedicated, active investment 
house, we specialise in investment management for both retail and institutional 
investors across Europe. We are delighted to support Guildford Hockey Club.

www.artemis.co.uk

www.dartoncommodities.co.uk

Specialists in the trading, financing and distribution of 
cobalt, nickel and minor metals
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Guildford Harbour Hotel and Spa has a prime position in the heart of the town, 
and is Guildford’s most centrally-located hotel, perfect for business or pleasure.

This 183-bedroom hotel features two stylish restaurants: Harbour Hotel’s 
signature and award-winning seafood restaurant, The Jetty, and The Harbour 
Cafe and Grill; all day dining at its best. You’ll also find the vibrant Long Bar and 
Long Bar Late serving an array of delicious cocktails, wines, spirits and beer, as 
well as tasty light bites. Perfect for that impromptu after work drink or night out. 
When the sun shines, head outside for a spot of alfresco dining on the terrace. 
This luxury 4* hotel is also home to a state-of-the-art gym and indulgent 
HarSpa, offering an array of treatments and spa day experiences.

GUILDFORD HARBOUR HOTEL
is proud to support 

GUILDFORD HC LADIES’ 1ST XI

BRIGHTON • BRISTOL • CHICHESTER • CHRISTCHURCH • FROYLE PARK • GUILDFORD 
NORTHBROOK PARK • SALCOMBE • SIDMOUTH • SOUTHAMPTON • ST IVES

3 Alexandra Terrace, High St, Guildford, GU1 3DA • 01483 792300

For news and offers visit: www.guildford-harbour-hotel.co.uk

hockey 
sticks down, 

chopsticks up
25-29 high street, guildford 

GU1 3DY | 01483 457 779
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Inspiring Girls

Guildford High

www.guildfordhigh.co.uk

GHC 2017_Layout 1  13/11/2017  14:52  Page 1

SPECIAL DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FOR GHC MEMBERS

Top-Guards promotes safer hockey by providing 
properly fitting bespoke mouthguards. We are 
the official sponsors of  the England U19 
lacrosse team and have also provided these 
premium mouthguards for many schools and 
sports clubs including members of  Rosslyn Park 
and Harlequins 1st XV rugby teams.

Visit our website for more details or call 
Debs Thomas on 07786 673938

www.top-guards.com
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Wishing you all the best for the 2016/17 season

Market leaders in
hockey retail

SCHOOL UNIFORM

CORPORATE WEAR

TEAMWEAR

SPORTSWEAR

Hawkinsport are proud to support 
Guildford Hockey Club

Unit 10A
Wessex Industrial Estate
Bourne End
Bucks
SL8 5DT
Tel: 01628 819242

www.hawkinsport.co.uk

Wishing you all the best for the 2017/18 season

GHC
WATER

BOTTLES
Available
at the bar
Only £5

GET YOURS NOW!

In association with GHC partner

www.guildfordhc.com/kit_shop

For all your 
kit orders 
and 
enquiries, 
visit the 
online 
kit shop
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Good luck to Guildford Hockey Club for the 2017/2018 season

GHC Hospitality

The clubhouse is available for private hire throughout 
the year for a wide range of different uses including

Christenings • Birthdays • Anniversaries • Business functions • Sports dinners

Whether it is a sit-down meal for 100, a buffet for 200 or simply having a licensed
bar available at your function, contact us now to discuss your requirements.

We also offer outside catering for any occasion.

Dave Hall • 07973 731402 • davehall25@hotmail.com
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rgs-guildford.co.uk

You’re always part 
of the RGS...

...and the RGS will 
always be a part of you

Leading independent day school
for boys aged 11 - 18

“Provision for sport is a strong feature... pupils achieve 
regular success at the highest level”

ISI Inspection

Guildford Hockey Club.indd   1 05/09/2016   14:38
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GB Captains  at GHC
and more

>
GB Men this season have introduced  
a co-captaincy, allowing for great 
leadership both on and off the pitch 
from Phil Roper, Ian Sloan and GK George 
Pinner. Phil and Ian were recently at GHC 
with our Director of Junior Coaching Dan 
Fox and coaching alongside former long-
term GB and England captain and legend 
Barry Middleton and GB Women’s team 
player Joie Leigh. 

Guildford HC Juniors had some 
interesting questions for this trio of GB 
captains and Joie…

Q: Where did you start playing hockey?

Phil: I started somewhere called 
Chester Hockey Club, which is a small 
club somewhere up in the north of 

England. It was where my Mum, Dad, and 
brother played so it was an easy place to 
start. I was given a stick when I was very 
small, so I didn’t have a choice.

Q: Why did you want to play hockey?

Ian: Both my parents played hockey 
so it was in our family. My older 
brother started playing and joined 

the local club and so did I. I really, really 
enjoyed it, had a lot of fun. I really like 
being part of a team, so that’s why I like 
hockey.

Joie: I started playing at school. I 
originally played tennis but chose to 

do hockey because I loved the team aspect.

Q: What gives you the momentum to 
keep going when things go wrong?

Barry: We’ve had a few things go 
wrong – you have to have new 
goals every time when you do get 

grumpy or disappointed. For me it’s just 
wanting to challenge myself and I enjoy 
what I do – my job is fun and I enjoy 
challenging myself. As Ian and Joie said, 
the part of being a team is the best bit 
because you’ve got people around you to 
help you get on from when you’ve made 
mistakes or had bad days; you can recover 
and have fun with them again.

Q: What is the most goals you’ve scored 
in a game?

Ian: I think when I was younger 
I scored five in one game. 

   Phil: I scored seven 
   in one game. 

Barry: I scored ten  
once in a game.

Q: How many games have you played for 
GB? 

Barry: 394 - Phil: 74 - Joie: 48 - Ian: 51

Q: Even though you train a lot, do you 
still have time to play with your friends?

Ian: Luckily enough I live with two of 
my friends who also play hockey. We 

Ian Sloan, Barry 
Middleton and 

Phil Roper

like to play different things like cricket 
and football. And as a squad we like to 
play cricket and football to relax.

Q: Joie, do you like the other people who 
play for GB? Are they your friends or just 
people you work with?

We do get on really well. Some I’m 
better friends with than others but 
we all get on really well.

Q: Are there any foods you aren’t 
allowed to eat?

Barry: Nothing that we’re not 
allowed to eat. Some people who’ve 
come onto the squad have been… a 

bit unhealthier than others so they’ve had 
a bit more of a diet to follow. I’m quite 
lucky I don’t put much weight on easily 
so I’m just happy, quite balanced; there’s 
nothing that I have to be too worried by. 
We are just back from a big tournament 
overseas which gives us a chance to be a 
little less strict and eat what we like.

Q: Phil, what do you eat for breakfast 
before the game?

I would say I normally have some 
Weetabix, maybe some scrambled 
eggs on toast, maybe a bagel, and a 

banana.

Q: How old were you when you started 
playing hockey?

Dan: well that’s a good question; I 
was about six years old when I started 
playing. Others in the coaching 

group were 7, 11, 6, 5, 11, 6, and 10.

So yeah, so you could be standing here 
one day – if you’re younger than 10 or 11 
then you’ve got a head start!

Q: Do you think anyone here could play 
for England?

Barry: Definitely. We’ve all come 
from clubs or schools like you’ve 
come from, and it’s all about 

working hard and listening to Dan and 
your other coaches, that’s the main 
advice. Everyone who plays for GB now 
has come through the same sort of place 
that you have, and there’s a chance for 
everyone.

Q: When was the first time you got a 
sponsor, and who was your first sponsor?

Dan: If you play for England 
somebody gives you hockey sticks 
to use for free which is really nice, 

you don’t have to go to the shops to buy 
them anymore. Barry you’ve got Adidas, 
Phil you have Young Ones, Ian – Adidas, 
Joie – Adidas.  

Q: How do you keep your fitness up? Is 
fitness really important?

Joie: Yes, fitness is pretty important 
at the top of the game. It’s kind of 
a running game, it’s a hard running 

game so keep your fitness up – we do 
quite a lot of work in the gym. We train 
pretty hard. So, it’s just about working 
hard really, and doing lots of running.

Q: Barry, do you like running? I quite like it.  
Q: Do you like it as much as hockey? No...

Joie Leigh with members 
of the GU14 EH National 
Finals-winning squad



#DARETODEFY
www.fortitudehockey.com

FORTITUDE
GOALKEEPER COACHING AND GK COACH DEVELOPERS

Fortitude is the UK’s best and largest exclusive goalkeeper 
coaching resource for all abilities from beginners to 

international level athletes. We have a wealth of playing and 
coaching experience in the modern game which translates to our 
coaching. Our aim is to move the game of goalkeeping forward.

We are proud to be associated with Guildford Hockey Club 
running regular sessions, GK courses and 1:1s
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Q: And is it important? 
Yes, very much so. Unfortunately.

Q: What’s your favourite part of hockey?

Ian: I really like playing tournaments 
and it’s especially exciting when 
we go to a different country. We 

were in Amsterdam last week and we 
got to compete against lots of different 
countries, lots of different players and it’s 
always a really good challenge. It’s always 
better when you do tournaments.

Phil: Probably scoring goals with 
your team. It feels really nice when 
you’re playing in front of a big 

crowd and you score a goal and you get 
celebrated with your team - and you 
know you’re hopefully winning the game 
and you can go on and win medals.

Q: What’s your favourite goal/assist Barry?

I don’t remember assists. Favourite 
goal… for me it was probably my 
first goal in the Olympics. It wasn’t 

any good but just because of the occasion 
I remember it more than a lot of them.

Q: Have you ever been hurt in a game? 

Phil: Not in a game, in training 
actually. We went to South Africa 
on a trip about six months ago and I 

managed to take a ball to the face, broke 
my whole face, and now I’ve got a whole 
bunch of metal in it. It was the first day 
of the trip.

Dan: So, Phil went all the way to 
South Africa to play, on the first day 
he got hit in the face. There’s a team 

photo and everyone’s smiling because 

they’re glad to look forward to another 
half a day of hockey and Phil’s on the end 
with a massive big black eye looking like 
he’s having the worst time of his life.

Jo: Well my worst one was probably 
when I got appendicitis a day before 
the Europeans in 2015. On the day 

of the first game I was in emergency 
surgery holding my appendix up.

Q: Ian, what ways do you try and stop 
yourself from being injured?

We’re really strict with wearing 
our gloves, gumshields, shin pads, 
everything. When we defend 

penalty corners we have masks and all 
sorts of protective gear on. So, in hockey 
it’s very rare to get hit by a stick or a ball 
that often. When you do get hit it’s very 
sore but it doesn’t happen that often.

Q: Did you have anyone to inspire you 
when you were young?

Ian: My Dad was an international 
hockey player so I grew up watching 
him play for his club every Saturday 

and really wanted to emulate him and 
play like him.

Barry: The club I grew up in was 
Doncaster, and among the first team 
players was a guy called Mark Wood. 

Then when I grew up a bit I watched 
the Olympics in Sydney and a guy called 
Stephen Bate. That was the first real guy I 
had as an idol I guess.

Phil: When I was young I was always 
watching YouTube videos of Dan just 
doing all of his skills and his out-

letting. He’s a really good right back. ❑
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Board Members

President and Hon Sec Maggs Kyte  president@guildfordhc.com
Clubhouse and Operations Tony Hall  club.operations@guildfordhc.com
Treasurer Mark Lenel  treasurer@guildfordhc.com
Sponsorship James Relph  sponsorship@guildfordhc.com 
Men's Captain Will Gibson  mens.club.captain@guildfordhc.com     
Ladies' Captain Maggs Kyte  ladies.club.captain@guildfordhc.com
Junior Hockey Melinda Rock  juniors.club.captain@guildfordhc.com
Membership/Registration Dave Dickson  pso.registrations@guildfordhc.com
Development Gary Lonie  development@guildfordhc.com
Special Projects incl Social Fraser Daly
Special Projects Gavin Lotay

Other Club Roles

Director of Junior Coaching Dan Fox  director.junior.coaching
      @guildfordhc.com
Men’s 1st Team Coach Gary Boucher  mens1.coach@guildfordhc.com
Ladies 1st Team Coach Shay O’Connell ladies1.coach@guildfordhc.com
Club Welfare Officer / DBS Michelle Fussell welfare@guildfordhc.com
First Aid Michelle Fussell first.aid@guildfordhc.com
Website and InTouch Melinda Rock  intouch@guildfordhc.com
Junior Goalkeepers Amanda McAllister juniors.gk@guildfordhc.com
 Nicola Morison juniors.gk@guildfordhc.com
Pitch Bookings Jeremy Holt  pitch.bookings@guildfordhc.com
Saturday Umpire Liaison JY Chan  umpires@guildfordhc.com
Mixed and Summer Hockey Amanda McAllister summer.hockey@guildfordhc.com
Kit Liaison Caroline Rees  kit@guildfordhc.com
100 Club Dave Dickson  100.club@guildfordhc.com
Catering / Clubhouse Hire Dave Hall  ghc.hospitality@guildfordhc.com

For Squad Captains and Managers and other contacts visit the website:
www.guildfordhc.com/ContactUs

We always welcome more helpers at GHC – please contact Maggs if you 
have something to share or would like to be involved.
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